
How much expertise do we need?
You need to know how to use a web browser 
and keep a network or internet connection 
working so your computer can see the server.

Installation
It is our intention to make this product avail-
able at a reasonable price to INSIGHT users, 
we are still working out the details.
We can install it remotely onto your Apache, 
PHP, MySQL equipped server or at your inter-
net service provider. In future you will be able 
to install it yourself onto your own worksta-
tion (the server software will be included).
Please email for more info.

Services Digitalfire Provides
• We can assist you long term to train your 
staff and set up a comprehensive testing and 
quality control program.
• We can provide active ongoing roles in lab 
management
• Data backup services
• Conversion services for historical data
• Problem trouble-shooting
• Custom features development (e.g. reports)
Upgrading
We will notify you of new versions and install 
according to the original level. Major up-
grades (e.g. 1.0 to 2.0) are one third the cost of 
new installs, minor ones are free.
More Information
You can download the 4Sight manual from 
our website. It not only has information about 
the mechanics of using 4Sight but has lots of 
background information on how 4Sight is de-
signed and the open technologies it is built on 
as well as information on how to run a testing 
program.

What is 4SIGHT Server?
It is a ceramic lab and library database sys-
tem that runs as a web server on a computer 
in your office, lab or on the internet. You in-
teract with it using only your web browser.

Technically, what is it?
It is a computer with the Apache web server, 
MySQL database and the PHP language in-
stalled (4SIGHT is written in PHP). You use 
it by pointing your browser at it and clicking 
to find and enter information. When you save 
or retrieve information the 4SIGHT program 
code asks the SQL server to perform the de-
sired task and redisplay the page.

Features
• A stable foundation for your lab record keeping, 
always there despite changes in personnel.
• Easy-to-use web interface.
• Product of 25 years of Digitalfire experience.
• Rock-solid SQL database foundation for unlim-
ited storage and high speed operation.
• Runs on Linux, OSX or Windows.
• Flexible permissions to control access.
• Storage of recipe, materials, oxide, property, 
article, mineral, hazard, test procedure, test result,  
company, picture data in an inter-related manner 
that reflects real-world hierarchies.
• Starter data from Digitalfire for materials, ox-
ides, hazards, recipes, etc..
• Can connect to a web site to generate dynamic 
content (e.g. data sheets).
• Proven test procedures included for many types 
of tests on bodies, glazes and raw materials.
• Flexible report generation system that can han-
dle almost any graphical reporting task.
• This is the kind of server Amazon or Ebay uses, 
it can also act as your E-mail system; a firewall, 
gateway and VPN; it can host web sites, act as an 
FTP or SSH server.
• Palm Pilot, Pocket PC, iPhone wireless access 
coming (start setting up your system now).

4Sight Server creates 
your-ceramic-lab.com

• 	 It runs as as web application on 
a server in your office or across 
the internet. It works on Windows, 
Mac or Linux.

• 	 It provides a place to maintain 
and interrelate ceramic lab 
testing, material, property, 
supplier, hazard, chemistry, 
recipe, and other information.

• 	 The data for your lifetime can go 
here, 4Sight is from Digitalfire, 
the company with 25 years of 
experience in this field.

sales@digitalfire.com
http://digitalfire.com
Phone: 406-662-0136
FAX: 866-223-7132

300 Green Rd, Bonshaw, PE  C0A 1H0  Canada

 



The history list 
shows links to 
recently visited 
records. Some 
areas employ 
this list for spe-
cial functions.

All areas have links like 
these that go directly to a 
related record in another 
area. For example, these 
will go to an item in the 
material area.

Every page in 
4SIGHT has a title 
bar that enables 
you to switch areas, 
search, view a report, 
select actions in a 
drop-down menu.

Instead of launching a program on 
your computer you use 4SIGHT by 
visiting the web address where it is 
installed. If it is on a server in your 
office this address might look like 
this: http://192.168.1.1

4SIGHT Server administers your private or public web site of ceramic testing information
In each area access 
privileges of users de-
termine whether they 
are presented with ed-
iting controls (shown 
here) or the informa-
tion is just displayed.

These are the main 
areas, click any one to 
switch there. Each re-
members what record 
it is at and they often 
have on-page links to 
go to other areas.

This menu has area-
specific items (e.g. 
adding, deleting, 
duplicating, finding 
records). The confirm 
check box is required 
by some choices.

Use the Save 
button to 
save changes 
and act on 
check boxes.

These lines are stored in 
another linked table, add 
lines by specifying the 
number in the Add field 
(the next time the page is 
saved they are added).

All areas have 
notes fields (this 
page has to be 
scrolled down to 
see the notes).

The graph (right) 
provides a visual 

picture of the numeric 
data (left). Multiple 

runs can be displayed 
on the same graph.

Oxides Page: Materials are defined in terms of 
these oxides, change one of these and the chemistry of 
all materials referencing it are automatically updated.

Materials Page: Recipes are defined in terms of 
these materials, change one of these and all recipes refer-
encing it are automatically updated.


